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Personal experience 
�G�R�H�V�Q�·�W���P�D�N�H���R�Q�H��
qualified  

I promised myself I would not waste 

my time watching the confirmation hear-

ing for supreme-court-justice-to-be So-

tomayor, but I could help it.  I tuned in 

for only about 30 minutes and got angry 

just like I was afraid I would and cannot 

do a damn thing about it but sound off to 

youé 

I knew that President Obama would 

put forth a candidate that reflected his 

view of the world, and that is his right as 

our elected leader.  

Just as it was 

Bushôs right to 

put forth his can-

didates.  Thatôs 

the way the game 

is played. 

But please, 

Mr. President, 

donôt pretend that 

is not the case.  

The entire thing 

has gotten over the top politically and 

the confirmation process should have 

never sunk to such a low level, either by 

the Judiciary Committee or the candidate 

him or her self. 

However, since it has, here is my 

take, and if you donôt care what I think 

this is a good time to turn the pageé 

Sotomayor has said repeatedly, and 

staunchly defends her opinion that a 

personôs personal experiences play an 

important role in judging cases.  The 

claims the fact that she is a) female and 

b) Hispanic makes her qualified to be a 

supreme court judge.  That somehow 

growing up poor and working hard 

makes her a better judge.  That the fact 

that she speaks Spanish and knows the 

hardship Hispanics labor under makes 

her a better judge.  I wonderé 

If a personôs ópersonal experiencesô 

are an important part of a judgeôs quali-

fications, simply because they have 

them, then a person who never had to 

earn what they have, were given food, 

clothing and shelter their entire lives 

could claim THAT personal life experi-

ence should be brought to the table as 

part of their criteria for judging cases. 

The fact that a person is female, His-

panic, white, male, black, yellow or gay 

should have no bearing whatsoever on 

whether a person is qualified to be a 

supreme court judge and anyone who 

says it does matter wants judges to rule 

on points of law based on that. 

And thatôs wrong. 

Consider the case of the female high-

level manager in a company that sued 

her employer for 

back wages when 

she found out 

upon her retire-

ment that for 

years she had not 

been paid the 

same salary as her 

male counterpart.  

She won her law-

suit for a decade 

of back pay and 

the employer ap-

pealed.  The employer lost the appeal at 

the district and appellate level and fi-

nally appealed to the Supreme Court.  

The Supreme Court on a 5-4 vote over-

turned the verdict citing that the lady 

only a 18 month óstatute of limitationsô 

to file a lawsuit, not ten years.  Unfair?  

You bet.  Legal?  Also you bet.  Thatôs 

what supreme court judges do, enforce 

the law, even if the law is unfair.  They 

DO NOT change the law if they think it 

is wrong.  Thatôs what legislators do, not 

judges. 

I wonder what Sotomayor would 

have ruled on that case?  Then again, 

actually I know exactly what she would 

have done.  Made her ruling on what she 

thought from her female minority back-

ground point of view, not on what the 

law said. 

Just like she tried to screw those fire-

fighters in Connecticuté. 

Male rookie joins 
Silva division  

Harris County Pct. 2 Deputy Steve 

Silva and wife Cathy announced  arrival 

of their new baby boy, Steve Silva Jr.   

Steve Jr. reported for duty on March 

20, 2009 at 15:58 hrs and weighed 9lbs. 

1oz.   

Steve Jr. will be FTO'd by his older 

sister Emma Grace.  

attended by an estimated 5,000 mourn-

ers. 

As his flag-shrouded casket was es-

corted from Grace Community Church 

in southeast Houston, thousands of offi-

cers from around the city and across 

Texas stood at attention and delivered a 

final salute. Later, the casket was carried 

by fellow officers from the sanctuary of 

the church while a flight of four helicop-

ters flew over the assembly, one peeling 

away in a ñmissing manò formation. 

ñIt hurts,ò Sgt. T.J. Salazar, Canalesô 

supervisor in the Auto Theft Division, 

said as the hearse prepared to leave for 

the cemetery. ñI just hope the city will 

realize the kind of man we lost. The 

population ought to be grateful weôve 

got that type of personnel.ò  

Canales was shot in the back by one 

of four people who met him in a parking 

lot to negotiate the sale of $30,000 

worth of stolen televisions stacked in a 

rented truck. The gunman, Roberto 

Pedroza Carrillo, 37, an illegal immi-

grant from Mexico, also was killed after 

he pulled a handgun on the undercover 

officer in what police and prosecutors 

say was an effort to steal the loaded 

truck and recover the $6,500 he paid 

Canales for the merchandise. 

Police said Canales, playing the un-

dercover role of a crook fencing stolen 

property, fired the fatal shot at Carrillo 

before another HPD officer, Ruben Lo-

pez, rushed in and traded gunfire with 

Carrillo, who was struck again and died. 

Lopez was not injured. 

Salazar said Canales excelled as an 

undercover officer, knew the inherent 

dangers of the assignment, and did it 

anyway. The kind of undercover anti-

theft operation that cost Canales his life 

has proven effective in lowering crime 

in the city, he said. 

During the funeral, friends, fellow 

lawmen and drag racers frequently were 

overcome with emotion as they took the 

microphone and shared remembrances 

of the 16-year veteran officer. Despite 

his low-key demeanor, they said, Cana-

les was an inveterate prankster known 

for playing practical jokes on co-

workers and superiors. 

HPD Chaplain Monty Montgomery 

read a statement from Canalesô son, 

Henry, 15: 

ñIôll never forget the good times we 

had together. I know I can say my dad 

was loving, caring, trustworthy, respect-

ful to others, and wild. He always made 

(Continued from page 1) 
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