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zure money, police said. 

Police officials 

expect the dogs to 

quickly recoup that 

expense, and even 

help pay for more 

dogs by finding 

money and contra-

band. 

They hope for as 

much as 10 years 

of service from 

each. 

"Having them 

available to patrol 

with officers will 

be a big advan-

tage," said Cmdr. 

Todd Green. 

The dogs will en-

sure officers are 

kept out of poten-

t ia l ly harmful 

situations, he said. 

"Probably one of 

the most danger-

ous things an offi-

cer can do is search for someone inside a 

building," Green said. "These dogs are 

trained for that." 

The handlers keep the dogs close by. If 

they walk more than 15 feet away, the 

dogs will bark for their return. 

Mostly though, the dogs are silent and 

attentive. They are trained to be indiffer-

ent, Preiss said. 

The officers speak to them in Dutch 

and had to learn dozens of commands in 

the language. The dogs' incentive to work 

is a rubber toy, called a kong. They'll do 

anything their handlers ask to be able to 

chew the toy after. 

Lavastida said Laroy fit in well with 

his other two German shepherds at home, 

but quickly let them know who was the 

boss. 

Off the clock, Laroy likes to play fetch 

and accompany his handler on morning 

jogs, and get belly rubs. 

"It can't always be work. Sometimes 

you just got to let him be a dog," Lavastida 

said. 
Corpus Christie Caller Times 

CORPUS CHRISTI ð Corpus Christi 

police welcomed two officers to the force 

that are a little different from the rest ð 

they have sharp teeth, floppy ears and soft 

fur coats. 

Kimbo, a German shepherd, and Laroy, 

a Belgian Malinois, will follow two offi-

cers as part of the Patrol K-9 Unit and go 

home with them at the end of the day to 

join their families. 

The narcotics division has had two 

drug detecting dogs on hand since the mid-

1990s, but Kimbo and Laroy will perform 

additional tasks, including tracking miss-

ing persons, finding suspects in a building 

or field and subduing a violent person on 

command. 

"They are another great tool to improve 

our effectiveness and efficiency," interim 

Police Chief Richard Badaracco said dur-

ing a news conference. 

The idea began more than a year ago 

when former Police Chief Troy Riggs at-

tended officer meetings and asked what 

they wanted in the field. 

A set of crime-fighting dogs was a 

popular answer. 

The department accepted officer appli-

cants to work 

with the dogs 

and Senior Offi-

cers Lee Preiss 

a n d  J a s o n 

Lavastida were 

selected. 

The pair and 

their supervisors 

attended a four-

week training 

course north of 

San Antonio and 

were matched 

with their dogs, 

which came 

from Holland. 

The training, 

the dogs and 

kennel mounts 

for their patrol 

SUVs cost the 

d e p a r t m e n t 

about $40,000, 

which was paid 

with drug sei-

Corpus Christi police debut Patrol K -9 Unit dogs  

Kimbo, a 4 -year-old German shepherd, is seen 
with Senior Office Lee Preiss during a welcom-
ing ceremony at the police station.  
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What SHOULD be done? 
Recently we have all read about or 

seen a video of four of our brave Marines 

pissing on a few dead Taliban fighters.  In 

some corners the Marines are hailed as 

heroes for their war efforts and in other 

corners they are condemned for war 

crimes. 

The answer, in my mind, is somewhere 

in the middle. 

Is what they did worse than the be-

headings the world has seen the enemy 

commit on video, or the dragging of the 

bodies of our soldiers through the street?  

Of course not. 

Have young soldiers throughout time 

immortal done things in heat of war that 

are unnecessarily cruel?  Of course they 

have.  The good guys included. 

For that matter, have you, as a cop, 

done things that would have caused you to 

be crucified in the media if a video of it 

been made available on You Tube?  If you 

havenôt, then you are either a desk jockey 

or not very enthusiastic about your job.  I 

canôt remember all the times I have let my 

disgust with crooks or animosity against a 

thug cause me to do something to them I 

later thought was out of line, at least. 

The pissing event in question does not 

rise to the level of Mi Lai in Viet Nam 

where American soldiers were accused of 

killing over 300 unarmed civilians by a 

long shot, but it seems to have generated 

similar ócover your assô attitudes by politi-

cians. 

Throwing these young Marines under 

the bus for political expediency is worse 

than bad, it is criminal. Should the Marines 

be forgiven?  No.  Should they be court 

martialed?  No. 

Some pundits insist peeing on dead 

terrorists would be the first bath they have 

had in years, while others claim it ruins the 

reputation of America.  Pretty sure the first 

is not true and damn sure the second one 

isnôt. 

Will then, what should action should 

be taken by military authorities against 

these individuals, if in fact they did what 

they are accused of?  Notice, I said ówhat 

action by the militaryô, not civilian.  Sol-

diers accused of misconduct in a war zone 

are the priority of a military tribunal and 

subject to military discipline, not discipline 

of MSNBC. 

I tend to agree with Florida Congress-

man Alan West, who is a retired Lt. Col. 

when he said, ñthey should receive a letter 

of reprimand, apology to their fellow Ma-

rines, their country and sing the Marine 

Corps anthem without a teleprompter 

(apparently that last bit was a dig at 

Obama). 
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Need Extra Cash? 
 

Join The BLUES Team and you may never have to work an extra job again!  
The BLUES, Texasô Oldest and Largest Police Newspaper, is looking for current and retired 

Officers or their family members to serve as area representatives for developing ad leads and 
local news liasion for all areas.  A single ad referral can earn you $10 0 a month and more!  

Call or email us for more information...  

The BLUES Police Newspaper  
Phone: 936 -827-4828        info@thebluesnews.com  

Stuff they  
didnõt teach 
you in the 
academy 

An off-duty Katy police officer 

whose truck was involved in a drunken-

driving fatality has been fired, the depart-

ment announced. 

Cody Parchman, 

22, had been with the 

department as a proba-

tionary officer less 

than a month, having 

been hired Dec. 16, 

Assistant Chief Tim 

Tyler said.  

Parchman, who 

was suspected of be-

ing intoxicated, let 

another drunken man, 

Taylor C. McShan, 

drive his truck, Tyler 

said. 

Katherine Ann 

Addison, 48, and her 

12-year-old son, 

Kendall D. Addison 

Jr., were killed about 

2:30 a.m. Thursday on 

westbound Inter-

state  10 in Waller County when the 

truck hit their car after they stopped to 

fix a flat tire, officials said. 

In a prepared statement, Tyler said, 

"The Katy Police Department wants to 

say that our thoughts and prayers are 

with the family of the victims. This was a 

tragic incident which will change the life 

of a family forever." 

The statement also said Parchman 

"made a series of bad decisions" that 

preceded the accident. 

"This conduct is not condoned by the 

Katy Police Depart-

ment or the City of 

Katy, nor will we tol-

erate any such behav-

ior by any members of 

our force," the state-

ment said. 

McShan, 23, has been 

charged with two 

counts of intoxication 

manslaughter, accord-

ing to the Department 

of Public Safety. He 

remained in the 

Waller County Jail on 

$250,000 bail. 

Troopers said Addison 

and her son were near 

Peach Ridge, west of 

Brookshire, headed 

for Sealy to see rela-

tives. 

Addison got out of the car to change 

the flat while her son stayed inside, offi-

cials said. 

While she was out of her Mercury, 

the pickup driven by McShan struck Ad-

dison and the car, which burst into 

flames, troopers said. 
Houston Chronicle 

 

River Oaks  

Chrysler  Jeep 

Dodge  

Call Capt. Alan Helfman 

713-524-3801 

www.riveroakscars.com 

Captain 

Alan 

Helfman  

How to Escape From a 

Bear  

1. Lie still and quiet. 

2. Documented attacks show that an at-

tack by a mother black bear often ends 

when the person stops fighting. 

3. Stay where you are and do not climb a 

tree to escape bear. 

4. Black bears can climb trees quicly and 

easily and will come after you.  The 

oddsa are that the bear will leave you 

alone if you stay put. 

5. If  you are lying still and the bear at-

tacks, stike back with anything you 

can. 

6. Go for the bearôs eyes or its snout. 

 

What to do if you see a bear 

¶ Make your presence know by talking 

loudly, clapping singing, or accastion-

ally calling out. (some people prefer to 

wear bells).  Whatever you do be 

heard 0 it does not pay to surprise a 

bear. Remember bears can run much 

faster than humans. 

¶ Keep children close at hand and 

within sight. 

¶ There is no guaraneteed mnimum safe 

distance froma gear: the farther the 

better 

¶ If you are in c car, remain in your ve-

hicle.  Do not get out, even for a quick 

photo.  Keep your windows up.  

¶ Do not impeded the bear from cross-

ing the road. 

¶ Reduce or eliminate food odors from 

yourself, your camp, your clothers, 

and your vehicle. 

¶ Do not sleep in the same clothes you 

cook in. 

¶ Store food so that bvears cannot smell 

or reach it. 

¶ Do not keep food in your tent, not 

even a chocolate bar. 

¶ Handle and store pet food with as 

much care as your own. 

 

While all bears should be considered dan-

gerous and shoud be avoided, three types 

should be regarded as more dangerous than 

the average bear. 

These are: 

Females defending cubs 

Bears habituated to human food 

Bears defending a fresh kill 

Be Aware 

There are about 650,000 black bears n 

North America, and only one person every 

three years is killed by a bear-although 

there are hunders of thousands of encoun-

ters.  Males are generally bigger than fe-

males, 125 to 500 pounds and 90 to 300 

pounds for females. 

K ATY  PD FIRES  OFF -DUTY  
OFFICER  WHOSE  TRUCK  
WAS IN  FATAL  WRECK   

Former Katy Police Officer, Cody 
Parchman  
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Chaplainõs  Corner 
 

By Chaplain Bill Wolfe  
Llano County Sheriffõs Dept. 

Do You And King 

David Have Something 

in Common?  

Hello, and welcome to the February 

2012 Chaplainôs Corner.  February is here 

and I still havenôt mowed my lawn since 

last spring, but the last few weeks it has 

finally gotten to where I need to.  This 

time of year the challenge is to find where 

I can mow without mowing over the blue-

bonnets.  We got a good rain back in Octo-

ber which triggered about 2 trillion blue-

bonnets to sprout in Llano County.  Now if 

the Lord will continue to send some rain, 

weôll have a tremendous spring show! 

Last month, my wife Claudia and I 

attended a three-day seminar presented by 

the Concerns of Police Survivors called 

ñTraumas in Law Enforcement.ò  This was 

my second year to attend, and I think Iôll 

probably take a pass next year -- ñtoo 

much of a good thing,ò as the saying goes.  

I was again moved by a statement in the 

session on police suicide.  It was just a 

simple statement:  ñPolice officers donôt 

kill themselves because they want to die.  

They just want the pain to go away.ò  The 

sad truth is that suicide simply transfers 

the pain to others.  It is sometimes said that 

suicide is a permanent solution for a tem-

porary problem.  That is not meant to try to 

minimize the pain, but rather to recognize 

that there IS hope that one can make it 

through if they have the courage to reach 

out for help. 

As weôre too aware, police work is, by 

definition, dealing with one traumatic 

situation after another, whether we are 

participants, observers, or simply docu-

menters-after-the-fact.  And it takes a toll 

on us.  Granted, not every event affects 

each of us to the same degree, but affect us 

(Continued on page 7) 

Troy E. Marek fol-

lowed in the foot-

steps of his grand-

father Jack West-

brook, becoming a 

police officer. 

His father, Edward 

Marek, said the 

future San Antonio 

police sergeant 

knew he wanted to 

be a cop before he 

learned to walk.  

Marek died of natural causes Tuesday. 

He was 48. 

The San Antonio native joined the 

Kendall County EMS while he was attend-

ing Boerne High School.  

At 16, he was one of the youngest to 

begin training for the program. 

His father said he attended school dur-

ing the day, and  trained, attended manda-

tory ride-alongs, and studied to get his 

EMT license in his spare time.  

ñIt was very unusual. Even the high 

school was impressed with his work ethic. 

Most kids don't do things like that at that 

age,ò his dad said.  

Marek graduated at 17 and became a 

volunteer firefighter for the New Braunfels 

Fire Department. After he earned his state 

paramedic license, he became a paramedic 

for the Alamo Heights Fire Department.  

While he was an active paramedic, 

Marek received his law enforcement cer-

tificate from the Kendall County Sheriff's 

Office. 

ñHe definitely inherited his work ethic 

from his grandfather,ò his father said. 

ñThat man was a workaholic.ò 

Marek's final job was with the SAPD, 

where he started as a downtown bike pa-

trolman.  

He was rapidly promoted to the vice 

squad as a detective and participated in 

undercover prostitution operations and 

gambling stings. 

ñHe would take the assignments no-

body else would take. That's the way he 

was in life,ò longtime friend Robert Nal-

bach said. ñIf he saw someone with a flat 

on the side of the road, he'd help.ò 

Throughout his 22-year career with the 

(Continued on page 10) 

seven police agencies before he got to us." 

Mosier recalled that James, besides 

lacking law enforcement experience, 

seemed to have a fascination with fire-

arms. 

"Everyone on the review board said, 

'No, we aren't hiring this guy,' " he said. 

"We took it in to the constable and said, 

'We can't have this guy; there's no way we 

can hire him.' Well, a couple of weeks 

later, they did." 

Allegedly split $5,000 

The indictment alleges that Butler took 

the $5,000 bribe related to the hiring of an 

unqualified deputy and kept $2,000, giv-

ing the remaining $3,000 to Abercia. 

A Harris County official confirmed 

that James is no longer with the consta-

ble's office. 

During their initial appearance in fed-

eral court, Judge Stephen Smith freed the 

trio on bond with several requirements, 

including not having guns in their homes 

and not talking to each other or witnesses. 

If convicted of the conspiracy charge, 

all three men face up to five years in 

prison. Abercia and Wiener potentially 

face an additional five years in prison for 

each count of exceeding authorized com-

puter access. Abercia and Butler also 

could receive an additional 10 years in 

prison if convicted of the bribery charge. 

"Individuals that commit law enforce-

ment corruption é took an oath at some 

point in their careers," said Houston FBI 

Special Agent in Charge Stephen Morris. 

"When they make a conscious effort to sell 

that or violate it, I think that strikes at the 

heart of our communities." 

Replacement in wings 

Abercia withdrew his re-election bid in 

December, citing his illness, then an-

nounced this month he would resign Jan. 

31. He has denied that his decision to 

withdraw his candidacy was related to the 

FBI probe.  

Butler, Abercia's former office chief, 

left the constable's office at the end of 

December. 

Commissioners Court this week named 

Ken Berry, a retired major who served 35 

years with the sheriff's office, to take 

Abercia's post at the end of the month. 

Berry has said he does not plan to seek the 

office permanently. 

The Harris County Attorney's Office is 

investigating all eight county constable 

offices in a wide-ranging review focusing 

on charitable organizations run by consta-

bles and a program that allows neighbor-

hood groups to hire constables for local 

security patrols. 
chron.com 

(Continued from page 1) 

ABERCIA  

Marek, 48, was SAPD cop who 

participated in Waco siege  



The BLUES Newspaper  Page 6  

 

 
A Message from the 

Attorney General 

Greg Abbott 

RED/Blue  

 

Steven Wolf  

713 -533 -6100  

7720 Katy Frwy @ 

Silber Rd.  

next to IKEA  

*Ask about our low price 

guarantee!  

Capt. Alan  

Helfman  

713 -524 -3801  

HELFMAN  

RIVER OAKS 

CHRYSLER  

JEEP  DODGE  

Jeff  

Smith  

281 -240 -3673  

HELFMAN  

FORD  

SALUTING TEXAS  

PEACE OFFICERS 

HELFMAN  

DODGE  

CHRYSLER  

JEEP  

2010 Charger Police 

Package in stock!!!!!  

When Well -Traveled 

Roads Find Justice  

Coordination, collaboration and coop-

eration among law enforcement agencies 

is crucial to protecting Texans. With that 

important goal in mind, the Office of the 

Attorney General (OAG) works to assist 

local authorities by offering specialized 

peace officer training, publishing helpful 

guidelines and providing investigative 

assistance ï particularly with complex or 

difficult cases. 

The OAG similarly works to improve 

the Stateôs overall law enforcement ca-

pacity by maintaining a team of experi-

enced prosecutors who are available to 

help local authorities. In recent years, the 

OAG has been particularly successful at 

pursuing cold cases. Consider, for exam-

ple, the 1988 disappearance of Fort Stock-

ton resident Joseph Wayne Daggett. 

In 1988, Joe Daggett was a 28-year-

old rancher who was actively involved 

with the local community in West Texas. 

After Daggettôs disappearance, state and 

local law enforcement officials found 

Daggettôs truck at the Midland Interna-

tional Airportôs long-term parking lot. 

Investigators concluded that Daggett was 

murdered ï and that the perpetrators 

moved the victimôs truck to the airport 

parking lot after hiding Daggettôs body, 

which has never been found. 

The Texas Rangers and local law en-

forcement doggedly pursued the case and 

ultimately tied Lightsey Nathan Saul to 

Daggettôs murder. According to investiga-

tors, Saul had deep contempt for Daggett 

because of the victimôs relationship with 

Saulôs former wife. Her divorce with Saul 

was extremely acrimonious, and when 

Saulôs son began living with her and 

spending more time with Daggett, Saulôs 

anger toward Daggett elevated to malice. 

Although the investigation initially 

offered very few leads, investigators tena-

ciously pursued the case for more than 

two decades and ultimately developed 

evidence indicating that Saul was respon-

sible for soliciting Daggettôs murder in 

February of 1988. 

Building on state and local authoritiesô 

exhaustive investigation, OAG prosecu-

tors put Saul on trial last November for 

Daggettôs murder. During the trial, jurors 

were presented testimony from witnesses 

who heard conversations that revealed 

Saulôs plot to kill Daggett. On Nov. 8, the 

Kendall County jury deliberated less than 

an hour before finding Saul guilty of so-

liciting capital murder. The following 

day, jurors sentenced Saul to 60 years in 

prison, along with a $10,000 fine. Two 

other suspects tied to Daggettôs disappear-

ance have also been indicted on conspir-

acy to commit capital murder charges and 

are awaiting trial. 

The OAGôs successful prosecution of 

Saul was not the first time the agencyôs 

prosecutors resolved a difficult cold case. 

In 2008, the OAG secured guilty verdicts 

against two defendantss responsible for 

one of the most infamous crimes in Texas 

history ï the Kentucky Fried Chicken 

murders. The 25-year-old case dated back 

to Sept. 23, 1983, when five murder vic-

tims were found on a rural tract of land in 

deep East Texas. The victims had been 

abducted from a KFC restaurant in nearby 

Kilgore. 

Despite local officialsô exhaustive 

efforts to discover who murdered the five 

victims, the KFC case remained unsolved. 

In 1993, the OAG became involved in the 

case at the request of then-Rusk County 

District Attorney Kyle Freeman. The re-

sulting OAG investigation into the case 

included five other agencies: the Kilgore 

Police Department, the Texas Department 

of Public Safety Laboratory System, the 

FBI, the Tyler Police Department and the 

Smith County Sheriffôs Office. 

Determined to crack the case, the team 

reconstructed the crime scene, reviewed 

the decade-old evidence and gathered 

DNA samples from two newly uncovered 

suspects. On Nov. 17, 2005, a Rusk 

County grand jury indicted the two Tyler 

residents ï Darnell Hartsfield and his 

cousin, Romeo Pinkerton. 

In 2008, the defendants were put on 

trial for committing the KFC murders. 

Ultimately, Hartsfield was found guilty of 

brutally murdering the five victims and 

sentenced to five life terms in prison. 

Hartfield was also convicted of aggra-

vated perjury because of his earlier false 

testimony to grand jurors, who Hartfield 

told that he had never visited the fast food 

restaurant. The defendantôs testimony 

proved to be false because DNA evidence 

obtained from the crime scene placed 

(Continued on page 10) 

Lubbockites can go to the web to re-

port harassment, theft, vandalism and a 

handful of other crimes as part of a new 

online reporting system. 

The Lubbock Police Department this 

week launched the nationally implemented 

online crime reporting system, Coplogic, 

to provide citizens with a more convenient 

option to start the process of a police in-

vestigation and save officers time through 

efficiency, Lubbock police Sgt. Jonathan 

Stewart said in a news release. 

ñOur officers will still respond to any 

calls for service that we receive and we 

can still take reports at the desk over the 

phone,ò Stewart said. ñThis is just one 

more option that a citizen can take on their 

own without having to wait at home for 30 

or 45 minutes for an officer to come free 

and be able to respond.ò 

The new service is available at the 

Lubbock Police Department website, 

www.lubbockpolice.com. Users must click 

the ñFile Police Reportò tab, which will 

direct them to a list of instructions and 

show the 11 crimes or services that can be 

reported or requested online. The service 

also allows citizens to request a police 

house watch while the resident is away on 

vacation. 

When reporting a crime, the system 

assigns a police case number, which could 

be useful to citizens who need quick evi-

dence they submitted a police report for 

insurance purposes., Stewart said. 

He said his department expects the new 

system will increase officer efficiency. 

ñWith officers not being tied up on 

reports as much, hopefully, this should 

keep them available for other calls and 

quicker response times,ò he said. 

Lubbock joins police departments in 

other cities including Anchorage, Alaska, 

Anaheim, Calif. and Fort Worth already 

using the Coplogic system, according to 

the companyôs website. 

Stewart said Lubbock police studied 

(Continued on page 10) 

City police launch online 
reporting system for crimes 
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it does.   

Many long decades ago, Israel was 

ruled by a young king named David.  And 

David saw his share of traumatic situations 

too.  Among his writings preserved for us 

in the Old Testament is Psalm 140.  This 

one was written by King David when he 

thought the whole world was against him 

and is a request for Divine protection.  If I 

didnôt know David was a king, Iôd have 

thought him a peace officer, for this prayer 

would fit us as well.   Allow me to share a 

bit of it. 

 

Rescue me, O Lord, from evil men; 

preserve me from violent men 

Who devise evil things in their hearts; 

they continually stir up wars. 

They sharpen their tongues as a ser-

pent; poison of a viper is under their lips.  

Selah. 

Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of 

the wicked; preserve me from violent men 

who have purposed to trip up my feet. 

The proud have hidden a trap for me, 

and cords; they have spread a net by the 

wayside; they have set snares for me.  Se-

lah. 

I said to the Lord, ñYou are my God; 

give ear, O Lord, to the voice of my sup-

plications. 

ñO God the Lord, the strength of my 

salvation, You have covered my head in 

the day of battle. 

ñDo not grant, O Lord, the desires of 

the wicked; do not promote his evil device, 

that they not be exalted.ò  Selah. 

 

Seems like the more things change, the 

more they stay the same.  Does verse 5 

sound like the media to you?  Sure, David 

was a king and wasnôt trying to stuff dirt-

bags into the back seat, but I think the sen-

timent fits us as peace officers too.  The 

source of his help and strength is the same 

source thatôs available to us: God Himself.   

David again sounds like a peace officer 

as he pours out his heart in Psalm 143: 

For the enemy has persecuted my soul; 

he has crushed my life to the ground; he 

has made me dwell in dark places, like 

those who have long been dead. 

Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed 

within me; my heart is appalled within me. 

 

Sounds like critical incident stress to 

me.  But David knows the way out: 

I remember the days of old; I meditate 

on all Your doings; 

 I muse on the work of Your 

hands. 

I stretch out my hands to You; my soul 

longs for You, 

 as a parched land.  Selah. 

Teach me to do Your will, for You are 

my God; 

 Let Your good Spirit lead me on 

level ground. 

For the sake of Your name, O Lord, 

revive me. 

 In Your righteousness bring my 

soul out of trouble. 

 

If we jump over to the New Testament 

and look in Matthewôs Gospel, Chapter 11, 

verses 28-30, we find Jesusô invitation:  

ñCome to Me, all you who labor and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take My yoke upon you and learn from 

Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. For My 

yoke is easy and My burden is light.ò 

 

The Apostle Peter uses perhaps a more 

descriptive phrase in 1 Peter 5:6-7: 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under 

the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 

you at the proper time, casting all your 

anxiety upon Him, because He cares for 

you.  (NASB) 

I guess what Iôm saying is, donôt give 

up until you give God a chance to help.  

Heôs ready, willing, and able.  Youôll find 

the word Selah in some of the passages 

above.  Selah means ñthink about it.ò   

I know Iôve run a little long, but let me 

leave you with a bit of one of my favorite 

church songs: 

 

Sometimes my path seems drear, with-

out a ray of cheer,  

And then a cloud of doubt may hide the 

light of day;  

The mists of sin may rise and hide the 

starry skies,  

But just a little talk with Jesus clears 

the way.  

I may have doubts and fears, my eyes 

be filled with tears,  

But Jesus is a friend who watches day 

and night;  

I go to Him in prayer, He knows my 

every care,  

And just a little talk with Jesus makes 

it right.  

 

Chorus:  

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,  

Let us tell Him all about our troubles,  

He will hear our faintest cry,  

And He will answer by and by; 

Now when you feel a little prayer 

wheel turning,  

Then youôll know a little fire is burn-

ing.  

You will find a little talk with Jesus 

makes it right. 

Thanks for riding with me this shift.  

Catch you again next time.  Until then:  

Blessings to you and yours. 

Chaplain Bill 

llanochaps@moment.net 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

CHAPLAIN  

A fired former Austin Police Depart-

ment crime lab scientist has filed a com-

plaint against the lab with the Travis 

County district attorney's office, alleging 

lab administrators do not have proper ac-

creditation and that drug evidence was not 

analyzed before reports were submitted. 

The complaint, filed in December, has 

prompted District Attorney Rosemary 

Lehmberg to ask the Texas Department of 

Public Safety to review the charges. 

Former crime lab employee Debra 

Stephens sent Lehmberg a letter alleging 

the department's lab is "not providing qual-

ity analyses and should not be relied upon" 

for evidence testing. 

Police officials said Stephens' com-

plaint is without merit. 

"We have absolute confidence in the 

validity of all evidence that is being turned 

out from the lab," said Assistant Police 

Chief Sean Mannix, whose command 

oversees the lab. "It has become apparent 

that Ms. Stephens is an angry former em-

ployee and is now looking to bring dis-

credit to the Austin Police Department's 

crime lab." 

Stephens said Wednesday evening that 

she raised concerns about the lab last Janu-

ary or February with department officials 

and was then fired in April. She said she 

was fired because of her allegations. 

"I want to make it clear that I brought 

these issues to the department's attention 

long before I was terminated," she said. 

Stephens worked at the crime lab for nine 

years, she said. 

She added that when she complained to 

Lehmberg's office, she wanted an inde-

pendent scientist or lab to investigate the 

matter, not the DPS, which has a hand in 

the lab's accreditation. 

The deputy assistant director of the 

DPS' crime lab, D. Pat Johnson , sent 

Lehmberg's office a letter on Jan. 6 with 

(Continued on page 11) 

F IRED  SCIENTIST  FILES  
COMPLAINT  AGAINST  AUSTIN  
POLICE  CRIME  LAB   

http://www.crosswalkmail.com/khmdhflsdtdjlpsgjrkqbjwblfjpmkkptvlbhhghmlvmfsv_ykqklsgggffb.html
http://www.crosswalkmail.com/khmdhflsdtdjlpsgjrkqbjwblfjpmkkptvlbhhghmlvmfsv_ykqklsgggffb.html
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FARMERS OFFERS 
DISCOUNTED RATES 

FOR POLICE OFFICERS! 
  

Hi, I am Karen Wylie, a local Farmers insurance agent.  Please call us to see how we can save 
your family on personal and business insurance.  Also ask us about our life insurance policy 
that continues after retirement.  You can reach us anytime via phone, email, fax or text. 

Karen Wylie Insurance Agency 
12115 Heatherwick, Cypress, TX  77429 
(281)379-4820(work), (888)616-0476(fax) 

Auto   Home  Flood  Life  Health  Commercial 

will follow him for the rest of his life."  

 

City police find new challenges 
as small -town chiefs  

The wooded bedroom community of 

Lakemoor, Ill., an hour from Chicago, is 

no stranger to hunters. But Bill Kushner, a 

former Chicago police officer now about a 

year into his role as police chief here, was-

n't thinking of hunting season when he first 

heard gunshots ring out in town. 

"Hey, I was a city cop, all right? I hear 

gunfire, and the first thing I do is draw my 

weapon, I start looking for cover and 

where the threat's coming from," he says. 

"The first time it happened up here, guys 

are looking at me like, 'What's the matter 

with you? They're just hunting across the 

lake.' " 

The experience was a reality check for 

a man who spent 29 years rising through 

the Chicago Police Department ranks and 

who is one of numerous career metropoli-

tan police officers who move on to run 

much smaller departments each year. 

"It's a paradigm shift, let me put it that 

way," Kushner says. 

Kim Kohlhepp, who heads up execu-

tive searches for the Alexandria, Va.-based 

International Association of Chiefs of Po-

lice (IACP), says it has become common 

to have officers from large agencies apply 

to be the chief at smaller departments. 

Many who make the change are young 

enough to consider a second career by 

their late 40s or early 50s, when they be-

come eligible for retirement benefits, 

Kohlhepp says. It's also about career goals, 

he said. 

"A lot of people aspire to be a chief," 

he says. "Not every talented person in a 

big department will have the opportunity 

to serve as chief." 

Don't confuse a small-town job with 

retirement, Kohlhepp says. "The small 

agencies are not looking for somebody to 

retire," he says. "They're looking for a po-

lice chief." 

On Maryland's Eastern Shore, Chief 

Kelvin Sewell took over the Pocomoke 

City Police Department on Dec. 1 after a 

22-year career with the Baltimore City 

Police.  

Running his own department has "been 

a dream of mine," he says. In tiny Poco-

moke City, "people are more polite" he 

says. "They wave to you. é You wave to 

somebody in Baltimore City, you might 

get shot." 

Pocomoke City Manager Russell Blake 

says the main advantage of recruiting an 

experienced big-city officer is the wealth 

of experience he brings, as well as "a fresh 

set of eyes, looking at the community." 

Blake knew that luring a police profes-

sional with Sewell's résumé meant coming 

up with the money to compensate him for 

his experience. 

"If we wanted to attract somebody with 

those credentials, we would want to re-

ward them appropriately, so that's what 

we've done," he says. 

Sgt. Brian Craven, a 16-year veteran of 

the Pocomoke City Police, says his new 

chief has already reached out to partner 

(Continued on page 9) 

LA arson suspect's captor  
patrols for $1 a year  

LOS ANGELES (AP) ð Though he's 

modestly deflecting praise, the reserve 

sheriff's deputy who captured a man sus-

pected of being the city's most dangerous 

arsonist smiled for media cameras as he 

credited his colleagues and vigilant citi-

zens for the arrest. 

By day, 30-year-old Shervin Lalezary 

works as a Beverly Hills real estate attor-

ney. But at 3 a.m. Monday, he was work-

ing hours past the official end of his volun-

teer shift when he pulled over a Dodge van 

in Hollywood. 

He and hundreds of other law enforce-

ment officers had been hunting nonstop for 

an arsonist described as a white man be-

tween 20 and 30 years old with a short 

ponytail and a receding hairline. 

"That was very distinctive information 

about a person, and as I pulled next to him 

and shined my spotlight at the car, I saw a 

male, white, receding hairline and short 

ponytail and that was ... a big key," said 

Lalezary at a news conference Tuesday 

before flashing a broad smile. 

The department had received countless 

suspicious person calls that night, and like 

many in law enforcement, Lalezary said he 

was inspired to work long after his shift 

ended to try and catch the suspect. 

"Having gone to the different fire calls 

the nights before and seeing residents flee 

from their homes and basically run for 

their lives, the second I realized this may 

be the individual, I just felt a big sense of 

relief," Lalezary said. 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's spokes-

man Steve Whitmore said Lalezary 

quickly notified the entire network of offi-

cers searching for the arsonist. 

"Immediately he had backup ... and two 

(Los Angeles police) officers were right 

behind him," Whitmore said. 

The driver, Harry Burkhart, was ar-

rested on suspicion of setting more than 50 

fires since last week, burning cars in apart-

ment buildings in Hollywood and 

nearby areas. 

Lalezary helped make the collar on 

what was his third solo patrol shift. As a 

volunteer, he earns $1 a year. 

"I can tell you this is a lot more excit-

ing than my day job," Lalezary said after 

the arrest. 

He declined to speak further to The 

Associated Press by phone or at the news 

conference Tuesday, referring questions to 

the Sheriff's Department. 

"He believes in the community service 

aspects of the reserve deputy," Whitmore 

said. "This is part of the job for him, and 

he doesn't want to talk about himself be-

cause he believes he's part and parcel of a 

larger effort." 

Lalezary was born in Tehran, Iran, and 

moved to the U.S. with his family about 25 

years ago. 

He has a law degree from the Univer-

sity of Southern California and was admit-

ted to the California bar in 2008. 

He became interested in law enforce-

ment in college, said his 35-year-old 

brother, Dr. Arash Lalezary. 

"He was fascinated by it," Arash 

Lalezary said. "I've always been worried 

about him. ... Every time he goes out I say, 

'Be careful, be careful.'" 

Lalezary became a reserve deputy in 

2007 and after training was certified as a 

Level 3 reservist, allowing him to perform 

traffic duties and work with sworn depu-

ties, Whitmore said. 

Several weeks of additional training 

made him a Level 2 reservist who could 

ride along with a deputy on patrol. In De-

cember, he became a Level 1 and was per-

mitted to patrol alone. 

Equipped with a department-issued gun 

and patrol car, Lalezary is attached to the 

West Hollywood sheriff's station and 

works at least 20 hours a month, Whit-

more said. 

Another brother, Shawn, also is a re-

serve deputy. 

Despite the acclaim, Lalezary has no 

plans to take further training and become a 

full -time deputy, Whitmore said. 

Sheriff Lee Baca has said Lalezary's 

reserve status takes nothing away from 

his achievement. 

"This is one of the most significant 

arrests anyone can make ð regular or re-

serve," the sheriff said Monday. "And this 

Thirty -year-old real estate attorney and 
reserve Los Angeles Deputy Sheriff 
Shervin Lalezary, speaks with the me-
dia after a task force news conference 
for his arrest of prime suspect Harry 
Burkhart, who was sought in a series of 
53 blazes in the Los Angeles Area, 
Monday, Jan. 2, 2012.  
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Cop Allegedly Tracks Down  
Issued Speeding Ticket to Ask 
Woman on Date  

CHICAGO ï  A suburban Chicago 

police officer used a $132 speeding ticket 

he issued to track down a woman and ask 

her for a date, saying the least he could do 

for costing her so much money was to buy 

her dinner, a lawsuit filed by the woman 

alleges. 

Evangelina Paredes accuses Stickney 

cop Chris Collins of violating her privacy 

by searching motor-vehicle records for her 

address, then leaving a handwritten note 

on her car windshield outside her apart-

ment two days after she was ticketed. 

A copy of the alleged note was at-

tached to the lawsuit, filed last week in 

U.S. District Court in Chicago. It starts 

with an attempt at self-deprecating humor, 

saying, "It's Chris ... that ugly bald Stick-

ney cop who gave you that ticket." 

"I know this may seem crazy and 

you're probably right, but truth is I have 

not stopped thinking about you since," it 

continues. "I don't expect a girl as attrac-

tive as you to ... even go for a guy like me, 

but I'm taking a shot anyways." 

The note goes on to say he would un-

derstand if Paredes did not get in touch. 

"But hey," it continues apologetically, 

"I did cost you $132 -- least I can do is buy 

you dinner." 

Collins, 27, told The Associated Press 

by phone on Tuesday that he hadn't yet 

hired an attorney and couldn't comment. 

According to the lawsuit, Collins 

pulled Paredes over on Oct. 22 in Stick-

ney, a village just southwest of Chicago. 

The note allegedly appeared on her car in a 

parking lot next to her apartment. 

"The letter caused plaintiff to suffer 

great fear and anxiety," the lawsuit says. 

"Plaintiff could not believe that a police 

officer would use his access to her per-

sonal information to find her home and 

stalk her." 

The suit, which seeks unspecified pay-

ments in damages, also accuses Collins of 

using his "authority and position as a po-

lice officer not to protect the public, but to 

attempt to manipulate the plaintiff into 

going out on a date with him." 

The lawsuit also names Stickney Police 

Chief Joseph Kretch and the village of 

Stickney. A message left on Kretch's 

voicemail Tuesday was not immediately 

returned. Stickney Mayor Daniel O'Reilly 

also didn't immediately respond to a mes-

sage seeking comment. 
Fox News 

with other local law enforcement agencies 

and has instituted a meeting every two 

weeks to review all ongoing cases. "That's 

really helped," Craven says. 

Michael Finegan, a member of the 

IACP Psychological Services Section and 

lead psychologist for the Maryland State 

Police, says that if there's any downside to 

a big-city police officer taking over a 

smaller agency, it can stem from perhaps 

being frustrated with the lack of resources. 

They also are more likely to have to take 

on the same mundane tasks they handled 

as big-city rookies, he says. 

On the bright side, Finegan says, a 

small-town chief doesn't have layers of 

bureaucracy to deal with. "They can leave 

a lasting legacy for all the things they 

wanted to implement but were prevented 

by all the gatekeepers é in large-

department organizations," he says.  

In Lakemoor, Chief Kushner arrived 13 

months ago to the village of about 6,000. 

He stepped up training for basic proce-

dures and sent his officers on ride-alongs 

with Chicago cops to get an idea of their 

bustling shift work. He purchased the de-

partment new weapons through military 

surplus. He has also been able to secure a 

new police station in an office park to re-

place the dilapidated double-wide trailer 

that has served as the department's head-

quarters for its eight full-time officers.  

"Barney Fife himself would not be in 

this (old) building," Kushner says. 

In a small police department, 

"everybody does everything," says Chief 

Kathleen Sheehan of the 26-officer depart-

ment in Port Hueneme, Calif., a town of 

about 24,000. A 25-year veteran of the Los 

Angeles Police Department, she says she 

likes the personal touch that comes with it. 

"You get to know people," says Shee-

han, 52. "When you make an arrest, you 

know that you're keeping this bad guy 

from victimizing the people in your town." 

Former Tallahassee police chief Walter 

McNeil, 56, who now helms the 24-officer 

Quincy, Fla., Police Department, says he 

loves his job policing the town of about 

8,000, even though his "somewhat daunt-

ing" budget is about a tenth of what he had 

in Tallahassee. "In Tallahassee, if I had 10 

people off sick, no big deal," he says. 

"Here, it's a catastrophe."  
USA Today 
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