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AJustice will only be achieved when those who are

King Solomon, 10th century B.C

Police officers across the state
rallying to help fellow officers

INn times of health crisis

By Cheryl Skinner chemotherapy. Officer Zaruba, who tur
Across the state, large departments to sm3list two weeks ago, was the picture o

agencies, law enforcement officers are rallyingnij| recently when he started having 1
to assist their fellow officers who are battlingisses. After being hospitalized and unc

deadly illnesses or severe injuries or have imme; series of tests, Zaruba was diagnosed
diate members of their families in similar finan-pocarcinoma, an aggressive form of car
cially strapping situations.In Galveston, therg s ar el y found i n
have been several fund raising events for officefge.

Chris Sanderson. Chris Sanderson and his” city officials said the cancer is in t
twin brother, Robert, are both Galveston polic§anced stage and Zaruba is being treate
officers. They are the grandsons of legendaryely to battle the illness.

Galveston lawman Oscar Ekelund, a widely | ast month a benefit was held in Sug

known and respected officer for over 50, help the young officer and his wife, .
years.Chris is battling cancer and is undergoingjth the mounting costs. A golf tournar

treatment, which fellow officers say is costingnis pehalf was being planned as well. Th
the officer more than is covered by his insurancgoes not have any children, officials said.

benefits. For further information on how you can  aApy one wanting to make a donati
help with this fund raising effort, you may callgend a check to any Providence Bank

Officer Angela Rojas 40256-440. nors should make checks payable to Tt
In Sugar Land, police are rallying to help ong_ gnd Police Officers Association c/o |
of their own by establishing a benefit fund for tz5,,pa Benefit Fund.

Marcus Zaruba, who is undergoing aggressive

FORMER HARRIS COUNTY
PCT.5 DEPUTY AWARDED

(Continued on p
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HARRIS
COUNTY

$250K BY FEDERAL JURY

HOUSTON -- A federal Cheek. She claims Cheek sexub call

jury awarded a former Harris ally harassed her. Owen's story one of hal
County Const abl &éven jutors deliberateddondiscrimination. While a
a quarter of a million dollars in about four and a half hours atsaid she was not sexual
a lawsuit against the agency. the federal courthouse beforeassed by Cheek, they did

Lt. Kimberly Owen initially ~reaching their decision shortly her $253,000 for sexual |

filed three lawsuits, one of before press deadline. ment by a sitting captain.
which was against her former  Attorneys representing the  "He would publicly hu
boss, the late Constable Glenformer lieutenant with Precinct (Continued on p
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a Professional that you can trust

F ’ n a ’ ’ like your own partner with all your
NN Real Estate Financing needs

ARIT $ A Megamerica Mortgage Inc.Affiliate

Purchase, Refinancing, Cash Out, Interest Only, New Construction, and Creative Financing.

If you can dream it, we will strive to achieve it!
We have been financing homes for police officers and supporting The Blues for 12 YEARS!
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LIBERTY WTAR GREDIT RESTORATION

Texas Mortgage Broker's License 2425 www.LibertyStarCredit.com ® 281-830-8888
“Raise vour credit score and save thousands!”

Collette Horton

281-830-8888
% A higher FICO can help with homeowners insurance, car insurance. cat

(1) ¥ ” J-I. L=
A Pollce Officer’s Wile loan payments, personal loans, mortgage loans and job opportunities

Financing homes for police officers and supporting The Blues for 12 YEARS!

Apply online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at www.libertystarmortgage.com
Or call Toll Free 1-866-238-7198
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5230 Woodleaf Dr. H Cumming, GA 30040 H

Office -D36-827-4828 H Fax 1770-2055996

If your department has over 1 0 officers
and would like to receive copies of The
BLUES, send us your request on
department letterhead and we will be
happy to add your agency to our growing

readership ...FREE!

THE STAFF

Sgt. Buddy Williams, HPD, Ret Publisher
Shaun Harpstrite Associate Publisher

ddy Williams

Pu bI|Sher Cheryl SKINNET ...c.cucuiieieeieeeeeeeeeieiens Editor
Betsy Bauerschlag ...........ccceeenen. Circulation

. . Deputy Bill Wolfe, Llano SO ............. Chaplain
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Being a cop can be the

- i cop? How many are still around five
loneliest job on earth.  years later? Ten years later? Twenty?

E-Mail : info@thebluesnews.com

The BLUES (ISSN#1099-6257) is published
monthly by G.L. Williams & Co., NS19 Lake Chero-
kee, Longview, TX 75603. Subscriptions are
available at $19.95 to cover printing and handling
for twelve monthly issues. The opinions expressed
in The BLUES do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of this publication or its staff.

The BLUES neither endorses nor accepts
liability concerning any advertisements within this
publication. No material becomes the property of
The BLUES unless prior arrangements have been
made in writing. The BLUES reserves the right to
edit any material submitted for publication.

The BLUES is copyrighted and nothing
appearing in it may be reprinted wholly or in part
without permission of the publisher.

Periodicals postage paid at US Post Office,
401 Franklin St., Houston, Tx 77201-9651 and at
additional post offices.

I m not tal ki ng Taeestipngemenh e oldofrignds @ neyw

isolation like riding a one man unit onCops is a strange phenomenon we haveg  Visit our website at

http://www.thebluesnews.com

night shift, or being isolated from your all experienced, but still one that leaves

old civilian friends. There is so muchmany of us saddened. The slowly wid-

more to it. ening gulf between old
The Police ar friends can make many

trained from acade feel deserted.

infancy that they ar Even reading the daily

leaders, not followersg. newspaper or watching

Rookie
Review

They must be large and the evening news can
in charge in each arld make us feel isolated
every scenario in whic and apart. The constant
they are called upop. harangue of law en-

New Arrival in the
County

new baby boy, Steve Silva J6teve
Jr. reported for duty on March 20,
2009 at15:58 hrs and weighed 9lbs.

Harris County Pct. 2 Deputy 1oz. Steve Jr. will be FTO'd by his

Everyone looks to th
cop on the scene to be
the one with the ar-
swers, directions and

forcement by the media
and public often make
us retreat into a pro-
tected spot each of us

Steve Silva and wife Cathy wanngolder sister Emma Grace.
welcome the new of arrival of their

has inside. One is
which, even though we
no one to turn to, an are alone, we are reas-
cops have no one to turn to but their own sured. Many of us
training and personal constitution inguard this spot ferociously and woe be
times of crisis. unto any one that tries to tread there. |
It is lonely to enter a warehouse orlike to call that place pride.
building alone in the middle of the night ~ Sitting ducks in the penny arcade
searching for a crook that knows you arénay be the only ones that can relate to
coming. Sure we are supposed to cafhe loneliness that accompanies wearing
for backup, but the screams coming fron® uniform that equates to a target on
within the darkness make good cops gdour back. And in the ducks case, at
in early, lonely or not. least they know when and where the
We feel deserted when some frivo-assailant is coming from. In our case, it
lous and malicious complaint is filed could be anywhere, anytime.
against us and our supervisors treat is How do we cope? How do we over-
like we are accused of murder or worsecome the isolation and loneliness?
Often the lack of support from above Simple. We bond with each other.
comes from the brass not wanting to joinVe share the loneliness, the heartache
us in our loneliness in front of the mediat he frustration, t

solutions. Few thing
are lonelier than havi

Owen didn't win her claim of gendpr
discrimination when she was fired [in
2006 after an alleged DWI stop in Mont-
gomery County. Charges were dropped,
but she was never offered her job bpck
ate her in front of her subordinates byand claims she was denied due process.
saying, 'Ms. Owen is not here. Where is  Assistants with the Harris County's
she? Why isn't she at work?™ said ScotDistrict's Attorney's Office said thefe
Newar, attorney for the plaintiff. "He was, "No evidence her (Owen's) termi-
tried in every which way he could to nation was due to gender." They gay,
make her look like she was incompetentConstable Cheek promoted her flve
and ineffective." times" and reminded jurors in closiphg

"l think it took a lot of guts for her arguments that, "Some employees tgsti-
to come forward like she did and | knowfied that he (Cheek) could be cruel|to
it was a very painful experience," saidboth men and women."
Karen Hurwitz, attorney for the plaintiff. There's no word on whether or fot
"But I'm proud of her. I'm happy for her. the county will appeal the ruling, gl-
And I'm really happy that the citizens ofthough the county generally does apgeal
Harris County will hear what was going jury verdicts.
0@ at Rrectha@ 5.", the joyé.and

DEPUTY

(Continued from pagt)

Lepers are more popular than policeyes, even the guilt. We attend each
officers under complaint. ot her funeral s, W g
Getting shot is another sure way tobattles, we take up for each other, we
feel alone. Even though there will bel o0k after each ot
dozens of dedicated medical professiontify with each other. And we endure.
als frantically dealing with your wounds,  If the lonelies ever start to creep up
none would care to join you in your suf-0n you some night, pick up a copy of
fering. No one could relate to your im-The Blues and remember. We are thg
mediate predicament. No one can adviseuardian of the Badge and the Keeper o
you or console you out of your fear. Thethe Pride.
possibility of death at any time makes And we are there for you, in the good
islands out of many cops. times and the bad
Remember all of the friends you had

fight each ot her 6s

emsHappymiMm
Birthday

Americal



