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ñJustice will only be achieved when those who are not injured by crime feel as indignant as those who areò 

                                                          King Solomon, 10th century B.C.  

    The   BLUES  
Police Newspaper  

b
y 

B
e

s
t 

P
ric

e
s
 in

 

T
e

x
a

s 

 -
"
8
.
"
/
½
4
 
6
/
*
'
0
3
.

 
 -
"
8
.
"
/
½
4
 
6
/
*
'
0
3
.

 

7
1

3
-
9

5
6

-
6

5
3

3
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
F

a
x
 
7

1
3

-
9

5
6

-
6

2
0

7
 

5
8

1
4

 
M

ilw
e

e
,
 
B

ld
g

.
 
A

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
H

o
u

s
t
o

n
,
 
T

x
 
7

7
0

9
2

 

S
e

rv
in

g
 P

u
b
lic

 S
a
fe

ty
 

fo
r o

v
e

r 2
0
 y

e
a

rs
 

a
s
p
 

B
o

d
y
 

 
G

u
a

r
d

 
e

lb
e

c
o
 

C
8
8
7
7
 
8
ò
 
W
a
t
e
r
p
r
o
o
f
 
S
i
d
e
 
Z
i
p
p
e
r
 
B
o
o
t

 

H
e

e
l S

ta
b

iliz
e

r, D
u

a
l D

e
n
s
ity

 B
a

ll a
n

d
 H

e
e

l 
C

u
s
h

io
n

s
 B

u
ilt-in

 C
o

n
v
e

rs
e

 S
h

o
c
k
 E

lim
in

a
-

t
o
r
Ê
 
H
e
e
l
 
C
u
s
h
i
o
n
 
P
l
u
g
 
S
u
r
e

-G
rip

-P
lu

s
 T

ra
il 

O
u

ts
o

le  

A
R

M
O

R
 

E
X

P
R

E
S

S
 

 

By Cheryl Skinner  

Across the state, large departments to small 

agencies, law enforcement officers are rallying 

to assist their fellow officers who are battling 

deadly illnesses or severe injuries or have imme-

diate members of their families in similar finan-

cially strapping situations.In Galveston, there 

have been several fund raising events for officer  

Chris Sanderson. Chris Sanderson and his 

twin brother, Robert, are both Galveston police 

officers.  They are the grandsons of legendary 

Galveston lawman Oscar Ekelund, a widely 

known and respected officer for over 50 

years.Chris is battling cancer and is undergoing 

treatment, which fellow officers say is costing 

the officer more than is covered by his insurance 

benefits. For further information on how you can 

help with this fund raising effort, you may call 

Officer Angela Rojas 409-256-440.  

In Sugar Land, police are rallying to help one 

of their own by establishing a benefit fund for t 

Marcus Zaruba, who is undergoing aggressive 

chemotherapy. Officer Zaruba, who turned 29 

just two weeks ago, was the picture of health 

until recently when he started having medical 

issues. After being hospitalized and undergoing 

a series of tests, Zaruba was diagnosed with ade-

nocarcinoma, an aggressive form of cancer that 

is rarely found in a young person of Zarubaôs 

age.  

City officials said the cancer is in the ad-

vanced stage and Zaruba is being treated aggres-

sively to battle the illness. 

Last month a benefit was held in Sugar Land 

to help the young officer and his wife, Jessica, 

with the mounting costs. A golf tournament on 

his behalf was being planned as well. The couple 

does not have any children, officials said.  

Any one wanting to make a donation can 

send a check  to any Providence Bank and do-

nors should make checks payable to The Sugar 

Land Police Officers Association c/o Marcus 

Zaruba Benefit Fund.  

(Continued on page 4) 

  HOUSTON -- A federal 

jury awarded a former Harris 

County Constableôs lieutenant 

a quarter of a million dollars in 

a lawsuit against the agency.  

Lt. Kimberly Owen initially 

filed three lawsuits, one of 

which was against her former 

boss, the late Constable Glen 

Cheek. She claims Cheek sexu-

ally harassed her.  

Seven jurors deliberated for 

about four and a half hours at 

the federal courthouse before 

reaching their decision shortly 

before press deadline. 

Attorneys representing the 

former lieutenant with Precinct 

5  c a l l 

Owen's story one of hate and 

discrimination. While a jury 

said she was not sexually har-

assed by Cheek, they did award 

her $253,000 for sexual harass-

ment by a sitting captain.  

"He would publicly humili-

(Continued on page 3) 

Police officers across the state 
rallying to help fellow officers 

in times of health crisis  

FORMER  HARRIS  COUNTY  
PCT . 5 DEPUTY  AWARDED  
$250K BY FEDERAL  JURY   
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Being a cop can be the 
loneliest job on earth. 
Iôm not talking about the obvious 

isolation like riding a one man unit on 

night shift, or being isolated from your 

old civilian friends.  There is so much 

more to it. 

The Police are 

trained from academy 

infancy that they are 

leaders, not followers.  

They must be large and 

in charge in each and 

every scenario in which 

they are called upon.  

Everyone looks to the 

cop on the scene to be 

the one with the an-

swers, directions and 

solutions.  Few things 

are lonelier than having 

no one to turn to, and 

cops have no one to turn to but their own 

training and personal constitution in 

times of crisis. 

  It is lonely to enter a warehouse or 

building alone in the middle of the night 

searching for a crook that knows you are 

coming.  Sure we are supposed to call 

for backup, but the screams coming from 

within the darkness make good cops go 

in early, lonely or not. 

We feel deserted when some frivo-

lous and malicious complaint is filed 

against us and our supervisors treat is 

like we are accused of murder or worse.  

Often the lack of support from above 

comes from the brass not wanting to join 

us in our loneliness in front of the media.  

Lepers are more popular than police 

officers under complaint. 

Getting shot is another sure way to 

feel alone.  Even though there will be 

dozens of dedicated medical profession-

als frantically dealing with your wounds, 

none would care to join you in your suf-

fering.  No one could relate to your im-

mediate predicament.  No one can advise 

you or console you out of your fear.  The 

possibility of death at any time makes 

islands out of many cops. 

Remember all of the friends you had 

ñon the outsideò before you became a 

cop?  How many are still around five 

years later?  Ten years later?  Twenty?  

The estrangement of old friends to new 

cops is a strange phenomenon we have 

all experienced, but still one that leaves 

many of us saddened.  The slowly wid-

ening gulf between old 

friends can make many 

feel deserted. 

Even reading the daily 

newspaper or watching 

the evening news can 

make us feel isolated 

and apart.  The constant 

harangue of law en-

forcement by the media 

and public often make 

us retreat into a pro-

tected spot each of us 

has inside.  One is 

which, even though we 

are alone, we are reas-

sured.  Many of us 

guard this spot ferociously and woe be 

unto any one that tries to tread there.  I 

like to call that place pride. 

Sitting ducks in the penny arcade 

may be the only ones that can relate to 

the loneliness that accompanies wearing 

a uniform that equates to a target on 

your back.  And in the ducks case, at 

least they know when and where the 

assailant is coming from.  In our case, it 

could be anywhere, anytime. 

How do we cope?  How do we over-

come the isolation and loneliness? 

Simple.  We bond with each other.  

We share the loneliness, the heartache, 

the frustration, the anger, the joyé.and 

yes, even the guilt.  We attend each 

other funerals, we fight each otherôs 

battles, we take up for each other, we 

look after each otherôs families, we iden-

tify with each other.  And we endure. 

If the lonelies ever start to creep up 

on you some night, pick up a copy of 

The Blues and remember.  We are the 

Guardian of the Badge and the Keeper of 

the Pride. 

And we are there for you, in the good 

times and the bad timeséevery time.  

New Arrival in the 
County 

Harris County Pct. 2 Deputy 

Steve Silva and wife Cathy wanna 

welcome the new of arrival of their 

new baby boy, Steve Silva Jr.  Steve 

Jr. reported for duty on March 20, 

2009 at 15:58 hrs and weighed 9lbs. 

1oz.  Steve Jr. will be FTO'd by his 

older sister Emma Grace.   

ate her in front of her subordinates by 

saying, 'Ms. Owen is not here. Where is 

she? Why isn't she at work?'" said Scott 

Newar, attorney for the plaintiff. "He 

tried in every which way he could to 

make her look like she was incompetent 

and ineffective." 

  "I think it took a lot of guts for her 

to come forward like she did and I know 

it was a very painful experience," said 

Karen Hurwitz, attorney for the plaintiff. 

"But I'm proud of her. I'm happy for her. 

And I'm really happy that the citizens of 

Harris County will hear what was going 

on at Precinct 5." 

Owen didn't win her claim of gender 

discrimination when she was fired in 

2006 after an alleged DWI stop in Mont-

gomery County. Charges were dropped, 

but she was never offered her job back 

and claims she was denied due process. 

Assistants with the Harris County's 

District's Attorney's Office said there 

was, "No evidence her (Owen's) termi-

nation was due to gender." They say, 

"Constable Cheek promoted her five 

times" and reminded jurors in closing 

arguments that, "Some employees testi-

fied that he (Cheek) could be cruel to 

both men and women." 

There's no word on whether or not 

the county will appeal the ruling, al-

though the county generally does appeal 

jury verdicts.  

(Continued from page 1) 

DEPUTY  

Happy  
Birthday  
America!  


