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By any other name...  
According to Shakespeare, a thingôs 

name makes no difference whatsoever.  

A rose, he says, is still a rose and smells 

the same, even if you call it something 

else.  Say a turd for example. 

That may be true, but some people 

make a lot of money coming up with 

names for things, and no one takes it as 

seriously, and foolishly as people who 

dream up names for new cars. 

When I was growing up cars had 

names with character.  Names of fero-

cious animals were hot: Firebird, Thun-

derbird, Mustang, Charger, Barracuda, 

Stingray, etc.  Names you could use and 

other folks had a pretty good idea of what 

kind of car you were referring to.  ñHave 

you ever seen a Jaguar?ò, you might say, 

and if the person asked that question had 

not, they could accurately picture it any-

way .  Not anymore. 

On todayôs roads one can see scores 

of cars with names that are not really 

names at all.  What in the world is a Pre-

cis anyway?  How about an Infiniti, Su-

pra, Acura, Neon, Civic, Altima, Sentra, 

Camry, Lumina, Maxima, or a TT for 

peteôs sake?  Now tell me, if you had not 

been brainwashed with advertising, 

would you really know what kind of cars 

those were? 

On the other hand, some names do 

conjure up an image, but I wonder if the 

genius who coined their names realized 

the damage he or she did.  Names like 

Echo, Vibe, Protégé, or Mirage (no 

thanks, I will wait for the real thing). 

Some are named after friends of 

mine, Jimmy and Victoria.  While many 

are named for places: Malibu, Sonoma, 

Yukon, Daytona, Sierra, Montana, Da-

kota, Tacoma, Sebring and even outer 

spaceéSaturn.  Whatôs next? Uranus? 

Did you buy a vehicle named after a 

disaster?  Avalanche anyone?  If you buy 

a Town Car can you drive it in the coun-

try?  If you buy a Suburban, can you 

drive it in town? 

What are you thinking if you buy an 

Escape (donôt try it in one); or an Escort 

(too timid for a cop); or a Rendezvous?  

If you buy a Galant, or you?  Are you 

really Regal if you drive one?  Better 

think hard before buying an Impulse.  If 

you drive a Ranger, or a Wrangler, or a 

Rodeo, or a Cherokee, or Aztec are you a 

real cowboy?  Would a real man drive 

something called a Prizm?  Or a Beetle?  

If you think you can do some serious 

cruising in a Cruiser, think again and 

Centuryôs donôt last nearly that long. 

I do see some car names that are quite 

descriptive though, but could have been 

named by a child: Trail Blazers, Range 

Rovers, Land Cruisers, Navigators, Ex-

plorers, Expeditions, and Excursions, and 

Interceptors (I especially like that one). 

Caravan is a good name for what it is, 

but Windstar is not.  Chevette is descrip-

tive for cheap and unreliable, but Cor-

vette is not descriptive for expensive and 

powerful. 

I am seeing more and more cars and 

trucks on the road named after numbers.  

XLT, F150, MX6, 1500,ZX3, S10, 

XZ55LTY450TR (just kidding, I made 

that one up). 

So the name game continues.  Year 

after year, mind numbing after mind 

numbing mediocre names that do nothing 

but insult the buying public and misguide 

the simple minded. 

Now if someone would just build a 

car with the right nameéI would buy it 

regardless of what it was.  Iôm no idioté 

"Criminal suspects must now unambigu-

ously invoke their right to remain silent - which 

counterintuitively requires them to speak," she 

said. "At the same time, suspects will be legally 

presumed to have waived their rights even if 

they have given no clear expression of their 

intent to do so. Those results, in my view, find 

no basis in Miranda or our subsequent cases 

and are inconsistent with the fair-trial principles 

on which those precedents are grounded." 

She was joined in her dissent by Stevens, 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer. 

Supreme Court nominee Kagan had sided 

with the police in this case. As solicitor general, 

she told the Supreme Court that the Constitu-

tion "does not require that the police interpret 

ambiguous statements as invocations of 

Miranda rights." 

"An unambiguous-invocation requirement 

for the right to remain silent and terminate 

questioning strikes the appropriate balance 

between protecting the suspect's rights and 

permitting valuable police investigation," Ka-

gan said in court papers. 

Thompkins was arrested for murder in 2001 

and questioned by police for three hours. At the 

beginning, he was read his Miranda rights and 

said he understood. 

The officers in the room said Thompkins 

said little during the interrogation, occasionally 

answering "yes," "no," "I don't know," nodding 

his head and making eye contact as his re-

sponses. But when one of the officers asked 

him if he prayed for forgiveness for "shooting 

that boy down," Thompkins said, "Yes." 

He was convicted, but on appeal he wanted 

that statement thrown out because he said he 

had invoked his Miranda rights by being un-

communicative with the interrogating officers. 

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 

Cincinnati agreed and threw out his confession 

and conviction. The high court reversed that 

decision. 

"In sum, a suspect who has received and 

understood the Miranda warnings, and has not 

invoked his Miranda rights, waives the right to 

remain silent by making an uncoerced state-

ment to police," Kennedy said. "Thompkins did 

not invoke his right to remain silent and stop 

the questioning. Understanding his rights in 

full, he waived his right to remain silent by 

making a voluntary statement to the police. The 

police, moreover, were not required to obtain a 

waiver of Thompkins' right to remain silent 

before interrogating him." 

Sotomayor called that reasoning "a substan-

tial retreat from the protection against com-

pelled self-incrimination that Miranda v. Ari-

zona has long provided during custodial inter-

rogation." 

The case is Berghuis v. Thompkins, 08-

1470. 

Source ï Associated Press  
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