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dramatic and lasting impact on him. 

Heôs been a friend of mine for 20 years 

and Iôve personally seen the change. He 

canôt even say the Pledge of Allegiance 

without tears welling up when he gets to 

the ñjustice for allò part of the pledge,ò 

Easley said. 

Easley spent nearly 26 years in law 

enforcement and rose through the ranks 

with the Victoria County Sheriffôs De-

partment to the position of Captain and 

Chief of Operations. After a bitter politi-

cal season, Buchanek decided to retire 

when another Sheriff was elected to 

serve the department.  

After retiring he signed up for a tour 

in Iraq to train law enforcement. Bu-

chanek was injured by a suicide bomber 

after being overseas for one and a half 

years and returned home to undergo 

surgery and recover. 

Just four or five months after his 

return home, he was in his home when 

Deputy Pikett and his dogs ñshowed up 

at his door and fingered him for mur-

der,ò says Easley. The hounds had re-

portedly tracked Buchanek from the 

murder scene 5.6 miles away to his 

home. Easley said Deputy Pikett said the 

dogs had followed the scent left behind 

by a moving vehicle.  

The victim, Sally Blackwell, was 

reportedly a neighbor and a friend. Bu-

chanek and Blackwell attended the same 

church.  

From that point on, his life was a 

nightmare. He was never charged in the 

case but was publicly listed as a person 

of interest in news stories. Eventually 

the real suspect was identified, arrested 

and plead guilty to murder. 

Some believe that is where Bu-

chanek should have just moved on. But 

he hasnôt, says Easley. ñMichel was left 

emotionally ruined and he still canôt get 

his life together.ò The allegations also 

made his sons, ages 19 and 16, become 

targets for cruel comments in school. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

LAWSUIT  

Professional Courtesy 
I have touched on the subject before, 

but I feel that it may be time to explore it 

again due to the many calls, emails and 

letters that have been generated of late 

about it. 

Professional courtesy. 

What is it?  Why is it? And should it 

even exist? 

Few topics of police discussion gen-

erate as much varied and often heated 

opinions as this one does.  Maybe it has 

something to do with a change in atti-

tude among the police community.  

Maybe it has something to do with more 

and more intensive scrutiny of police 

conduct by the media and our litigious 

society.  Maybe it has to do with abuse 

of it by some and over reliance on it by 

others.  Maybe part of it is the growing 

chasm in a different perspective between 

older officers and younger ones. 

I think it is likely due to all of the 

above, to one extent or another. 

First, let us define what we are talk-

ing about.  Can we all agree that 

óprofessional courtesy should NOT be 

capitalized?  It is not a óthingô, it is an 

attitude.  Professional courtesy is simply 

the inclination of one officer to do a fa-

vor for a particular person.  Usually the 

meaning is further restricted to meaning 

that particular person is another police 

officer, but for the purposes of this dis-

cussion letôs leave it at just óa particular 

personô. 

Should a police officer be allowed to 

do a favor for a particular person?  Of 

course.  Prohibiting any officer from 

doing óa favorô for someone makes ro-

bots out of us all.  The problem lies in 

perception that the ófavorô is somehow 

obligatory to all officers in certain situa-

tions.  And the extent some feel that the 

obligation extends. 

There is no correct answer to the 

question asked by young rookies, 

ñShould I write a ticket to other police 

officers?ò  Either a yes or no answer 

robs the young officer of discretion.  My 

answer was always, ñIt is up to you.  

You are the one that will benefit or be 

harmed by what you do.ò 

I have observed officers exercise 

their discretion excessively in both di-

rections.  One officer would not charge 

another officer with any misdemeanor 

crime, including DWI.    Another I once 

knew felt he would write another officer 

a ticket for jaywalking ON DUTY.  My 

personal opinion is that both of them 

were wrong, but I fully supported both 

of them to do as they thought they 

should.  Either you agree with discre-

tionary authority or you donôt.  I am a lot 

of things, but a hypocrite Iôm not. 

To those of you that think profes-

sional courtesy is your God given right, 

simply because you exercise it yourself, 

please tell me what laws you are pre-

pared to let me break with impunity and 

how you plan to explain your failure to 

uphold your oath of office to a civilian 

review board. 

To those of you that think profes-

sional courtesy has no place in law en-

forcement, then you would be obliged to 

write your own mother a ticket for 56 in 

a 55 mph speed zone.  You would?  

Then I suppose you pull yourself over 

every time you fail to come to a com-

plete stop at a stop sign and write your-

self a ticket too. 

In real life, obviously we all practice 

professional courtesy to one extent or 

another.  The extent to which we do it is 

our own business.  Draw your own line 

in the sand and donôt move it, ever.  The 

line can be very close to your vest, or 

somewhere over the horizon.  It can be 

drawn for only other officers, or anyone 

whose last name ends with óskiô. 

Where is my line drawn?  Actually I 

donôt draw it.  The person subject to my 

professional courtesy does.  It depends 

on the crime committed, and the intent 

and expectations of the perpetrator.  

Why do I insist on using criminal ver-

nacular when talking about the favor 

professional courtesy obliges us to deal 

with? 

To make sure you know where to 

draw your line. 


