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Rookie 
Review 

 

Conroe PDôs Smart has a 

female rookie 
Conroe Police Sgt. Joe Smart, and 

his wife Shelley, welcomed a new fe-

male rookie to the ranks of the Smart 

family.  

Maggie Ailey Smart made her first 

official roll call on 09/06/09 at 2005 hrs. 

She was 8 lbs. 2 oz. and 20 inches.  

ñShe is gorgeous!!ò says Dad.  

 

HPD officer announces  

arrival of female rookie 
Female rookie Noella Michelle Flo-

res reported for duty on 08-18-09 at 

1037 hrs. The little rookie weighed 7lbs 

and was 22 inches tall. 

 Proud parents are Antonio and 

Myriam Flores. Grandparents are Her-

mina Flores Saldivar and Ignacio Flores 

of Mathis Tx, and Nohelia Hernandez of 

Houston. Stepbrothers Marco, Hondo, 

Homero Flores and Mathew Vences of 

Houston.  

Antonio is a Houston Police Officer 

assigned to the Missing person Unit. 

 

Jersey Village celebrates  

arrival of new rookie 
Jersey Village Officer M.A. Zatzkin 

and his wife Norma celebrated the arri-

val of their Daughter, Megan Antonia 

Zatzkin born 08/26/2009 at 2029 hrs. 

Megan weighed in at 8.14 pounds and is 

21 inches long, she will be FTO'd by her 

big brother Brent. 

Right to keep and 
bare arms 

 

One thing I have learned about po-

lice officers everywhere, whether here in 

the United States or abroad, is that we 

are all very opinion-

ated.  We will take a 

stand on nearly every 

issue, from the best 

chicken fried steak or 

pro football team to 

politics and religion. 

Some of the most 

heated discussions I 

have been a party to 

and witness of pertain to guns.  Police 

officers are not unevenly divided on the 

issue of civilians carrying concealed 

weapons, and I have commented in the 

past that I am not an avid proponent of 

our concealed handgun law.   This 

ñliberalò (yuck I hate that word) position 

has placed me in the crosshairs of more 

than one good officerôs wrath. 

My reservations are not so much 

about the proliferation of gun toting ci-

vilians, but about the weak and toothless 

penalties handed out to violators of the 

concealed handgun law.  I am on record 

as being in favor of any ñqualifiedò 

Texan being allowed to stuff an Uzi in 

their belt, with extra clips, as long as the 

punishment for ñnon-qualifiedò Texans 

doing it is severe to the extreme. 

After explaining myself for the ump-

teenth time about this emotional issue, 

let me go one step farther and throw 

rocks at myself.   It seems I have over-

looked one very important fact in this 

issue, and one I bet even the most ardent 

supporters of the handgun law have not 

considered. 

Do you remember what you swore to 

when you took your oath of office?  It 

has been 24 years since I took mine, but 

I vaguely remember something about 

protecting folks, placing their life before 

mine, and supporting the laws of Texas.  

The guys down at TCLEOSE tell me I  

swore that I didnôt pay anyone to hire 

me, but I donôt recall much else.  I have 

since learned that I also swore to uphold 

the constitution of the state of Texas.  

And there, as they say, is the rub. 

Have any of you ever actually read 

the Texas constitution?  You..in the back 

of the rooméput your hand back 

downéyouôre not fool-

ing anyone.  Notice my 

hand is not up either, 

but I have read the Bill 

of Rights.  You didnôt 

know the Texas Consti-

tution had a Bill of 

Rights either did you?  

Pull up a chair, have I 

got news for you. 

First of all, the constitution we all 

abide by was written over a hundred 

years ago, so the language is somewhat 

flowery, especially Sec. 1 (which I think 

had an eye toward the Civil War).  But 

back to my point. 

Sec. 29 is wordily entitled, 

ñProvisions of Bill of Rights excepted 

from powers of government; to forever 

remain inviolate.ò  It goes on after that 

to say ñTo guard against transgressions 

of the high powers herein delegated, we 

declare that everything in the Bill of 

Rights is excepted out of the general 

powers of government, and shall forever 

remain inviolateé..ò.  It says some more 

stuff about victims rights, but what I 

have mentioned is the meat of what I 

want to point out. 

The way I interpret Sec. 29 is that the 

government, generally being considered 

an untrustworthy lot, is forever prohib-

ited from changing the Bill of Rights.  Is 

that the way you read it? 

Now, letôs look at Sec. 23, entitled 

ñRight to keep and bear arms.ò  It says, 

and I quote, ñEvery citizen shall have 

the right to keep and bear arms in the 

lawful defense of himself or the State; 

but the legislature shall have power, by 

law, to regulate the wearing of arms, 

with a view to prevent crime.ò 

(Continued on page 19) 



Funding Medical  

Exams for Sexual  

Assault Victims  

Recovering from a sexual assault is 

an intensely personal ordeal that 

is different for each survivor. Initially, 

some victims wil l  justifiably 

react with shock, disbelief and fear. Eve-

r y d a y  a c t i v i t i e s  m a y  b e 

disrupted, including eating and sleeping. 

Victims may feel the need to 

change their address, job or lifestyle in 

order to regain their sense of 

security. With so much difficulty to 

overcome, victims should not also 

face financial hardship, which is why the 

Texas Legislature created the 

Texas Compensation for Victims of 

Crime (CVC) Fund. Recently, the Office 

of the Attorney General, which adminis-

ters this vitally important fund, 

reached a significant milestone: $1 bil-

l ion in payments to  cr ime 

victims. 

Last year alone, the CVC Fund pro-

vided reimbursement for more than 

8,500 sexual assault exams and sexual 

assault examination kits. A sexual 

assault examination is not medical treat-

ment, but rather a part of the 

criminal investigation. The exam is per-

formed by medical personnel, who 

carefully collect and preserve crucial 

evidence that law enforcement 

uses to identify sexual assault perpetra-

tors. Immediate medical needs 

and referrals for follow-up care also will 

be addressed at the time of a 

victimôs hospital visit. 

Sexual assault victims are not 

charged for a forensic sexual assault 

exam. The kits are paid for by local law 

enforcement  agencies,  which 

seek reimbursement from the CVC 

Fund. For years the Fund has covered, 

and will continue to cover, the costs of 

s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  f o r e n s i c 

examinations and kits. 

Sexual assault victims decide for 

themselves whether to report the 

crime to law enforcement. Victims are 

more comfortable seeking medical 

help than they are reporting a crime. 

Those victims are helped by a new 

law that became effective June 19. Un-

der House Bill 2626, the Department 

of Public Safety (DPS) pays for sexual 

assault examinations when victims 

have not reported the assault to law en-

fo r ce me nt  a t  t he  t i me  o f 

treatment. DPS then seeks reimburse-

ment from the CVC Fund. 

Consistent with the federal Violence 

Against Women Act, HB 2626 also 

prohibits authorities from conditioning 

forensic exam payment upon the 

victimôs participation in the investiga-

t ion or  prosecut ion o f  the 

attacker. Neither Texas law nor CVC 

Fund rules condition payment of 

sexual assault exam costs upon the vic-

timôs role in the investigative 

effort. Victims are not billed for the 

costs of their forensic exams. To 

ensure exam costs are always covered by 

the CVC Fund, Texas law requires 

that law enforcement be billed for exams 

- not victims. 

Victims who are unsure about report-

ing the attack to authorities may 

seek more information about the report-

ing process from their local 

sexual assault prevention and assistance 

program. These programs provide 

survivors with support, confidential ser-

v i ces  and  an  advoca te  to 

accompany victims to the emergency 

room. 

Sexual assault victims also may be 

eligible for additional financial 

assistance to offset other costs associated 

w i t h  c r i me .  R e i mb u r s e me n t 

must first be sought from all other 

sources of reimbursement - such as 

private insurance - before filing a claim 

with the CVC Fund. To ensure 

that we fully comply with the law, any-

one seeking direct compensation 

for their out-of-pocket expenses must fill 

out an application. 

To help victims navigate the crime 

victimsô compensation application 

process, the Office of the Attorney Gen-

eral provides training to victim 

advocates, hospitals and law enforce-

ment officials across the state. The 

training, along with informational pam-

ph le ts  and  our  Web  s i t e , 

www.texasattorneygeneral.gov, are in-

tended to help victims and their 

advocates better understand application 

(Continued on page 15) 
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where she was reported to be in good 

condition. 

The standoff started around 1 p.m. 

when Reyes reportedly fired a shot at a 

police search team as it entered the back 

of the residence. Police were searching 

several vacant structures along Stella 

Road on Brookshireôs north side. It is 

the same street where Hillsmanôs mobile 

home is located. 

The area was immediately cordoned 

off by a host a law enforcement officers 

from the Waller County Sheriffôs Office, 

Waller County Constableôs Office, 

Brookshire Police, Harris County Sher-

iffôs Office and Texas Department of  

Public Safety. 

A SWAT team was also deployed in 

a heavily armored vehicle. A specially-

trained hostage negotiator with the DPS 

was called to the scene to communicate 

with Reyes. 

After a six-hour siege, Reyes freed 

Hillsman and then apparently took his 

own life. 

The hostage drama began around 6 

a.m. two days earlier, when  Hillsman, 

dressed in her Katy ISD police uniform, 

was leaving her motherôs home in rural 

Waller County. She was on her way to 

work her regularly-assigned shift at the 

Katy ISD Police Department. 

Reyes reportedly ambushed Hills-

man at the front gate of the residence, 

struggled with her and forced her into 

his pickup. 

Hillsmanôs two children, ages 7 and 

13 months, were in her car at the time of 

the kidnapping. They were uninjured 

and left behind in the vehicle. 

Reyes was the father of the 13-

month-old. The 7-year-old is from a 

previous relationship. 

Waller County Sheriff Glenn Smith 

said although Hillsman and Reyes were 

at one time romantically involved ï a 

relationship that produced the younger 

child ï they had not been together since 

last November.  

The older child told deputies Hills-

man struggled to escape but was physi-

cally restrained by Reyes. She may have 

been handcuffed, the 7-year-old re-

ported. 

A small amount of blood was report-

edly found in Hillsmanôs car. 

The sheriff also reported investiga-

tors learned Reyes and Hillsman had a 

(Continued from page 1) 
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